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INDONESIAN  TOEACCO  EXPORTS  DOIJN 

Indonesian  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  for  the  January-March 
■period  of  1955  were  36, k  percent  less  than  the  same  period  in  1954.  If 
this  trend  continues  for  the  next  three  quarters  of  this  calendar  year, 
the  total  may  be  less  than  1953* 


Indonesia:  Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco 
during  January-March  1955;  with  comparisons. 


January -March 


Country  of  Destination 

:  1953 

:    1954  l 

:  1954 

;  1955 

i  1,000  ! 

:  1,000 

:        1,000  ! 

:  1,000 

:  pounds  ' 

:  pounds 

i  pounds 

:  pounds 

Netherlands  ' 

!27,6U8  : 

fll-1, 228  ! 

:       8,6o4  : 

'  5,978 

United  States  < 

560  - 

:     734  ' 

670  ! 

!  62 

Indo-China  ; 

i     637  i 

522 

■  108 

German  Republic  j 

:  265 

!  no 

Japan  j 

:  207 

t              90  ! 

Other  ! 

:  3,089  1 

18 

Total 

31,934 

4-2,974 

:  9,674 

■  6,1*18 

Source:    Statistik  Perdagangan-Ekspor,  Republik  Indonesia,  March  1955 


It  is  noted  that  shipments  to  all  importing  countries  were  less  than 
in  the  preceding  year.    Primarily,  this  decrease  in  exports  for  the  first 
three  months  of  this  year  was  due  to  the  extremely  unfavorable  growing 
season  last  year. 
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TJisTOTT  TOBA.OCO  TRADE  COI3TT3UES 
UPWARD  DUTJNG  FIRST  miF,   1 55 

Italian  imports  of  leaf  tobacco  during  the  first  half  of  1955  totaled 
l6.b  million  pounds  as  compared  with  8.5  million  pounds  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  195^  ♦    Most  of  the  increase  during  the  second  quarter 
of  1955  occurred  in  larger  takings  of  United  States  and  Turkish  leaf,  where 
as  shipments  from  Bulgaria  and  Greece  were  nil.    Imports  from  Bulgaria  and 
Greece  occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  1955*    Total  imports  of  Greek 
leaf  for  the  January- June  period  have  declined  1,8  million  pounds  from 
last  year. 


Italy:    Trade  in  leaf  tobacco  during  the 
January-June  periods,  195^-55 


Country 


Bulgaria 
France 

German  Republic 
Greece 
Netherlands 
Yugoslavia 
Switzerland 
United  Kingdom 
Turkey 
Sweden 
Soviet  Union 
United  States 
Other 
Total 


1,000 
pounds 


Imports 


617 

^063 
2,646 

1,259 

h 


.  12S5_._ 

1,000 

pounds 

5,791 


2,232 

if 

3,398 

2,hk6 
2,750 


16,617 


Exports 


_i93£_: 
1,000 

pounds 


524 


1,411 

1,197 

496 

685 

1,113 
852 

3,9lK3 


10,021 


1/  If  any,  included  in  other. 

Source:    Statistica  Del  Commercio  L'estero,  June  1955 


"71955  ... 

1,000 

pounds 

•  1,722 

!  2,402 

!  QCk 

:  889 

:  H 

\  2,876 

:  806 

:  2,518 

:  12,097 

Exports  of  Italian  leaf  during  the  January-June  period  of  1955  totaled 
12.1  million  pounds — up  21  percent  from  the  10.0  million  pounds  exported 
during  the  comparable  period  of  195^ •    The  Soviet  Union  continued    to  be  the 
principal  export  outlet  with  the  German  Republic  and  France,  increasing 
their  takings  of  Italian  leaf.    Exports  to  the  Netherlands,  Switzerland,  and 
the  United  States  have  declined  from  the  comparable  period  in  195^ « 

Imports  of  cigarettes  from  Switzerland,  France,  and  the  United  States 
continued  their  upward  trends  during  the  first  half  of  1955*    Imports  from 
United  States  accounted  for  27  percent  of  the  total  as  compared  with  only  9 
percent  for  the  comparable  period  last  year,  while  Suit.^.rlajnd 1  s  share 
declined  from  69  to  52  percent. 
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EXTENSION  SERVICE  PIAMD 

FOR  FLUE -CURED  TOBACCO  IN  INDIA 

A  Tobacco  Extension  Service  has  been  organized  "by  the  Government 
of  India  in  the  principal  flue-cured  tobacco -producing  area  in  the  Gunthur 
District  of  Andhra^  according  to  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Industry  in 
Net:  Delhi.    The  cost  of  the  plan  for  the  first  two  years  is  expected  to 
total  about  150,000  Rupees  or  $31,500  in  U,  S,  currency 0    The  program  is 
designed  to  aid  and  encourage  tobacco  growers  to  use  improved  varieties 
and  methods  of  cultivation,  harvesting^,  curing^  grading,  and  handling  the 
crop  in  an  effort  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  leaf  entering  export 
markets , 

In  recent  years  large  quantities  of  low-quality  flue-cured  tobacco 
have  accumulated  in  India  for  want  of  a  ready  market,    If  the  scheme  is 
successful,  it  should  reduce  the  amounts  of  low-quality  leaf  produced. 

The  Extension  Service  will  employ  trained  field  personnel  to  ca,rry 
the  results  of  scientific  research  conducted  at  the  various  experiment 
stations  under  the  direction  of  the  Indian  Central  Tobacco  Committee  to 
the  growers  in  the  producing  area.    The  field  men  will  use  demonstrations 
as  well  as  other  methods  to  acquaint  the  tobacco  growers  with  proper 
methods  of  seedling  product! on ,  transplanting,  and  fertilization  as  well 
as  sorting  and  curing  the  green  leaves. 


INDIAN  TOBACCO  IMPORTS  UP 

Indian  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  fiscal  195^-55 
totaled  3,1  million  pounds— up  35  percent  from  the  2.3  million  pounds 
imported  during  the  previous  fiscal  year.    Takings  of  United  States  leaf 
increased  62.7  percent. 


India:    Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  by  country  of  origin,  with 

comparisons 


Fiscal  Year 
(April  -  March) 


United  States 


1,000 
pounds 


Ceylon 


1,000 

pounds 


Other 


1,000 
pounds 


Total 


1,000 
pounds 


1950-  51 

1951-  52 

1952-  53 

1953-  5^ 
195^55 


5^083 

^,329 
3,hok 
1,052 
1,712 


721 
1,051 


933 
761 
6lk 
510 
322 


6.016 
5,090 
5,^59 
2,283 
3,035 
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Since  the  partition  of  Pakistan  in  19^>  imports  of  United  States 
leaf  Lave  declined  from  11  to  1.1  million  pounds  in  1953-5^.    The  United 
States  share  of  the  Indian  market  has  declined  from  93  to  ko  percent  in 
1953~5^>  hut  recovered  to  over  55  percent  of  total  Indian  imports  in 
195^-55.    There  is  a  limited  market  in  India  for  high-quality  United 
States  tobaccos,  parti cularly  flue-cured,  which  are  used  mainly  in  the 
production  of  the  better  quality  and  high-priced  brands  of  cigarettes. 
Also,  the  lew  per  capita  purchasing  poorer  in  India  tends  to  limit  any 
significant  increase  in  imports  of  United  States  leaf. 


AUSTRIAN  TOBACCO  IMPORTS  U? 
PERCENT  IN  FIRST  HALF,  •  55 

Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  by  the  Austrian  Tobacco  Monopoly 
during  the  first  half  of  1955  totaled  12.8  million  pounds— up  l$.k  percent 
from  the  10.6  million  pounds  imported  during  the  corresponding  period  of 
1951!-. 


Austria:  Imports'  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  the  January- June  periods, 

195^-55 


Country  of  Origin 


January  -  June 
195^ 


January  -  June 
1955 


United  States 

Greece 

Turkey 

Bulgaria 

Brazil 

Indonesia 

Southern  Rhodesia 

Yugoslavia 

Other 


1,000  pounds 

3}QQh 
2,881 

1,565 
1,102 

ikrf 
21 

922 
71 


1,000  pounds 

k,600 
2,920 

3,297 
992 

638 
106 
12k 


Total 


10,613 


12,677 


Source:    Statistik  des  Aussenhandels  Osterreichs  -  Erstes  und  zweites 
Vierteljahr  1955 

Imports  of  United  States  leaf ,  mainly  flue-cured  and  Burley,  increased 
17.8  percent  over  the  same  period  last  year.    Total  takings  of  origrvtal  leaf 
increased  11. k  percent  in  view  of  reduced  consignments  from  Bulgaria  and 
Yugoslavia.    Imports  of  cigar  leaf  from  Brazil  and  Indonesia  vere  substantial- 
ly larger  than  last  year. 
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NIZTHiP  LANDS  TOBACCO  IMPOSTS  UP 
6.6  PERCENT  IN  FIB ST  HALF,  :55 

Netherlands1  gross  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  (direct  imports 
plus  uithdrawals  from  bend)  during  the  first  half  of  1955  totaled  36 30 
million  pounds —up  6„6  percent  from  the  33 «8  million  pounds  imported  during 
the  corresponding  period  of  1954. 


Netherlands:    Gross  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  direct  and  from 
bonded  -warehouses,  during  the  January- June  periods,  1954-55 


1  January- June 

5    January-June  : 

Percent  Change 

Country  of  Origin 

5  195*+ 

i             1955  ! 

from  January- 

0 
« 

k  * 

k  G 

June  1954 

1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

United  States 

Ik ,00k 

14.248 

*1*7 

Indonesia 

3,642 

3,772 

*3-6 

Brazil 

2,965 

3,190 

*7.6 

Greece 

1,078 

2,504 

+  132.3 

Turkey 

3,369 

4,098 

421.6 

Southern  Rhodesia 

1,927 

2,643 

437.2 

India 

1,<*3 

1^726 

465o5 

Canada 

106 

Italy 

1,312 

827 

-37-0 

Cuba 

4o3 

465 

415.4 

Other 

4,076 

2,468 

-39*5 

Total 

33,819 

36,047 

$  6,6 

Source:    Maandstatistiek  vande  in-,  uit-en  doorvoer  per  goederensocrt, 
June  1955 


Imports  of  United  States  leaf  increased  1.7  percent  from  the  corres- 
ponding 6  months  of  1954.    Takings  of  Kentucky-Tennessee  and  Maryland 
continued  upward,  whereas  Virginia  (flue-cured),  Burley  and  seadleaf 
(cigar  leaf)  declined  from  last  year.    The  decline  was  the  greatest  in 
seadleaf  (cigar  leaf)  as  the  result  of  larger  availabilities  from  Indonesia. 

Gross  imports  of  oriental  tobaccos  (Turkish,  Greek,  and  Bulgarian) 
were  1.1  million  pounds  greater  than  the  same  period  last  year.  Re-exports 
of  these  tobaccos  increased  .5  million  pounds,  destined  mainly  to  the 
United  langdom,  but  usings  of  these  tobaccos  by  Dutch  manufacturers 
increased  .6  million  pounds.    Imports  of  flue-cured  from  Southern  Rhodesia, 
India  and  Canada  increased.  1.5  million  pounds  over  the  corresponding  period 
of  1954,  indicating  larger  usings  of  these  tobaccos  as  re-exports  did  not 
increase  over  the  first  half  of  1954. 
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U.  S.  RICS  EXPOETS 
DECLINE  IN  AUGUST 


United.  States  race  exports  in  August  195u,  are  recorded  at  1*23,000  bags 
,100  pounds)  as  compared  with  1,373,000  "bass  in  July,  and  with  7^4,000  bags  in 
August  of  the  preceding  year.    Principal  exports  vent  to  Cuba,  as  they  did  in 
August  195^.     (Cont'd,  pp.  k62  and  UC3  .) 


Table  l.-RICE:    United  States  exports,  by  country  of  destination, 
and  by  classif ication,  August  1^55  l/ 


Country  of  destination 


Sough 


Unmill  ed 


Western  Hemisphere : 

Canada  

Guatemala  

British  Honduras  

Honduras  

Nicaragua  

Canal  Zone  

Bermuda  

Cuba  ]['. 

Haiti  III]., 

Netherlands  Antilles  

French  West  Indies  

Bolivia  

Total  

Europe: 

Belgium  and.  Luxembourg  


Greece 


German  Republic  : 

Sweden  „  : 

Total  : 

Asia:  : 

Indochina  : 

Japan  : 

Saudi  Arabia  : 

Total  ,  : 

Africa:  : 

Liberia  : 

Mozambique  ; 

Union  of  South  Africa  : 

Total  : 

Trust  territory  of  the  Pacific: 

Other  : 

Total  world 


bags 

U,62d 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1,100 

0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 


0 

u  38 
0 


0 
0 


In  terms 
of  milled 
Bags 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

715 

0 
0 
0 
0 


3,72: 


0 
0 
0 
0 


c 

0 
0 


0 


0 

285 

0 

"285" 

0 
0 


14,008 

1  •*  ¥T  -! 


Milled 


Not  over 
2jA  whole 


Bags 
2  .000 

1,315 
^,315 
0 

0 

1*0 

2,000 
0 
0 

100 

0 


23  ,597 


1*2,207 
0 

9,177 

3^0 


0 


0 
0 


,75,311 


Over  25^ 
whole 


1° 


Bags 

0 

100 

6,750 
1,302 

^5 
125 
161,131 

350 

3,3^ 
0 

55,088 


0 
1*0 

0 
62 


102 


67,197 
1,600 
3,700 


72,H97 


2k  ,k03 

r 
O 

1,500 


§5,903 


2/ 


*5"50 
7^3 


3^3,589 


Total  (in 
terms  of 
milled) 


Bags 

31,736 
2,000 

1,^75 
11,565 
1,302 

*5 
165 
163, 81)  6 
350 
3,3^2 
100 
55,088 


271 ,  pij 


1<2.207 

1|0 

9,177 
392 
3I7B16 


67,197 
1,600 
3,700 


'27T97 


•  ■.  :       6fl66  - 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  Starting  with  January  195^ ,  "other11  includes-  shipments 
valued  at  less  than  $500  each  when  the  number  of  such  shipments  to  a  country 
is  few . 


2*1,1*03 
285 
1,500 

2/  7l*5 

1=tz2-ycs 


Source;    Bureau  of  the  Census, 
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Exports  of  United  States  rice  from  January  through  July  were 
5,921,300  hags  as  compared  with  8,321*000  bags  in  the  corresponding 
months  of  195*!  ,    This  brings  the  January  "August  1955  total  to  6,344,000 
bags,  a  decline  of  30  percent  as  compared  with  9,065,000  bags  from 
January  through  August  1954* 


Table  26  -  RICE?    United  States  exports  by  country  of  destination 

and  by  classification,  January- July  1955  1/ 


Country  of  destination 


5  Rough  ";  Milled 

JUrHEilledjIn  terms  ?Not  over  s  Over 
j  ;of  milled whole i2%  whole 


Total  TTH 
terms  of 
milled) 


Western  Hemi sphere  % 

Canacxa  HMn^gtioit  tuini 
Mexi  <*o :  i  c  1 1  e  « i «  m  1 1 « o  m  >  i « » 
Guatemala  hk«!hi(ch)i)h 
British  Honduras » , « ,  • « <  <  * . « 
El  Salvador, , 8 , , ,  ,  ,  B  & ,  , 8 
Honduras, ,,*M»..t.6 
oosta  Rica,  mjoumuhoho 
Fanama  m  »»«»♦»»»»  a ♦» « 

Canal  Zone g««ietco»ni9iiM 
Bermuda  »«»»tteo«o«*«»«o*»»a 
Bahamas  «,»o»»«, ,,,,,„,,,,,, 

Cuba  HMMSM»OlltM«»>l!«t 

Jamaica  nutiMni  Ml 

Haiti  n.M)itMitti)Mi«tM 
Leeward  &  Windward  Islands* 
Netherlands  Antilles 
French  Uest  Indies,.,,,,,,, 
■-■olcmbia  HietiMnitttiMic 
Venezuela  ,«<>,»  c  *  d,,,,,,,,, 
Brazil •  o.*.,,*,,,,,, ,,«,,,, 
Total. 
Europe 

OV/eden  »».,©,..,»,,,,,,,,,,, 

Denmark  *  e,..,  0 «.  * « »*«,,,,  0 , , 
Ireland, , ,«.,o.,9,,,,,at.90 

Netherlands. , o 0. . 
Belgium  &  Luxembourg . 

*  ranCe  »«»H0O»»H»»  3  *  •  MM 

East  Germany,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, 

German  Republic . .  

Austria  o 0 t ,,,,,, 9  „  0 , 

Switzerland,,, 

Free  Territory  of  Trieste., 

Greece, , .«.,,,,,,,,, 

Total  


t 

a  e  , 


Bags 


Bags 


Bags 


Bags 


Bags 


«»,••,,  0  0  .  «  ,  ,  ,  ft  ,  ,  ,  , 


159,853 : 

103, 90h 1 

76, 305  * 

106,95^ : 

287,lo3 

1    L6q 1 

o  s 

228: 

1,697 

70: 

46  J 

0! 

0.' 

46 

270! 

1^5? 

cs 

16,500: 

16,675 

200? 

130  J 

Ct 

Os 

130 

0: 

Os 

5,075: 

11,320: 

16,395 

1|100 ; 

715  s 

Oi 

0: 

•715 

2,705s 

1,756: 

Ot 

0: 

1,758 
16 

0} 

Os 

Oj 

16: 

0; 

0; 

Cs 

1,820: 

1,820 

0: 

08 

Oi 

405: 

405 

99, 562 j 

64,71*; 

328^,252: 

572,504: 

965,471 

83  s 

54: 

672: 

120: 

841 

1,100} 

715: 

Oj 

69,139: 
144  j 

69,854 

0: 

0: 

Oj 

M 

0: 

0: 

50  i 

20,897: 

20,9^7 

0: 

0: 

•  70: 

0: 

•  70 

^187: 

2,722: 

6,000: 

23,500:' 

32,222 

79, 183 t 

51,4695 

08 

120; 

51^589 

58§ 

38s 

0: 

Oj 

33 

350,631? 

227,910? 

416,424s 

823,667  &  460, 001 

0: 
0: 
0: 
0: 
0: 
0: 
0: 
0s 
0: 
0j 
Oj 
08 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0s 

0s 

0; 

0; 

0: 

OS 


?-112: 


5^000: 
'448: 
63*473; 
303,834: 
0: 
0s 

28,994s 
23,320s 
4,212; 
58,054: 
0s 


e 


0  490,447 


j 

1,192:  4,30^  • 

0:  5,000 

o:  -m 

250:  63,723  , 

1,836:  305,670 

48:  48 

5,201s  5,201 

100 1  29,09^ 

0  s  23,320 

2,365  :  6,577 

0:  58,054 

796  s  79^ 

11,788  502,^35 


f Continued) 
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Classifications  of  exports  during  the  January  August  1954  period 
vere"313>000  bags  of  rough  rice  in  terms  of  milled*  4l6,000  bags  of  milled 
rice,  containing  not  over  25  percent  whole  rice,  and  8,337,000  bags  of 
milled  rice,  containing  over  25  percent  whole  rice.    This  affords  a 
comparison  with  exports  for  the  corresponding  months  of  1955  as  shown  in 
the  accompanying  tables. 


Table  2  (Cont'd* )— RICE;    United  States  exports,  by  country  of  destination, 

and  by  classification,  January-July  1955  l/ 


• 
• 

Rough 

:  Milled 

>TVi+.n 1     (  t  v-i 

Country  of  destination  8tfamilled :In 

S  -Of 

terras 
milled 

>Not  over  ' 
;25°/o  whole, 

\2%  whole 

i  UcJCIUo  OX 

5  miJLLea ) 

Bags      :  Bags 

e 

»'  Bags 

>  Bags 

5  Bags 

Asia:  ' 

0: 

0 

0 

:  8,885 

1            Q    QQ  tr 
!  0,005 

Saudi  Arabia <>*.♦., ..«<,;: 

0: 

0 

:  0 

17^705 

:  17,705 

Araoia  jremnsuia  ocaises,: 

* 

0: 

0 

:  0 

:  500 

:  500 

XnQia  o  o  :  a  a  «  «  o  ■»  *  o  >■>  v.     a  a  •  <•  t 

0: 

0 

:         '  0 

:  48 

48 

Philippines. .  »♦♦*«»»..*«.: 

0: 

0 

:  24,200 

:  1,032 

:  25,232 

J apan  •  ••••««»»ooGrj.«e.«? 

0: 

0" 

:  0' 

!  3,732,697 

:3,732,697 

Nonsei  &  Nonpo  Islands, : 

e 

o! 

0 

0 

:    -  3,150 

:  3,150 

Total  s 

0; 

0 

:  24,200 

^T^P17 

13,788,217 

Africa:  * 

t 
I 

» 

9 

French  Morocco  «  ,  0  •«.»»*»*  s 

■  66. 

43 

•  221 

:  0 

:  264 

Lib Sjfici «  m  m  m  i) « i  o  i  s ; » • » . 

3,900: 

2,535 

:  26,560 

:  111,167 

:  140,262 

Belgian  Congo. . c ........ : 

0: 

0 

;            0:  85 

85 

Union  of  South  Africa*  * „ : 

0; 

0 

:  499 

j  4^014 

:  ^,513 

TO  03,1  a  »  *  -1  9  9  *  o  o  *  c  »>  -3  u-  •  4  + 

■  3,9665 

2,578 

l     27,280?  115^266 

l  145,124 

Trust  Territory  of  the  t 

» 

t 

V 

* 

0: 

0 

333:  8,436 

8,769 

O'bllGX'  «  t  t  §  ^  »  d  g  o  »  o  9  9  >»  M  «  ^  «  <  «  1 

Z]  314^2/ 

204 

\2j     .  4oo 

:2/.  8,038 

;2/  8,jS42 

Total  world, or. .»•«•••» 

354,911s  230,692 

;    959:,  0B4 

1  4,731,212 

.5,920,983 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  Starting  with  January  1954  "othern  includes  shipments 
valued  at  less  than  $500  when  the    number  of  such  shipments  to  a  country  is 
few. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 


NEW  PACKING  PLANT  BEING  BUILT  IN  CHIM 

It  was  recently  reported  that  the  construction  of  a  modern  meat  pack- 
ing plant  has  began  in  Changsha,  China.    Changsha  is  the  capital  of  Hunan, 
an  important  hog-raising  province. 

It  is  understood  that  this  plant  will  be  able  to  handle  1,000  hogs 
and  produce  about  110  <,  000  pounds  of  pork  daily.    The  meat  is  destined 
for  both  domestic  and  foreign  consumption. 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL 
FIRM 

During  the  veek  ending  September  30;  1955,  "wool  sales  were  held  in 
Sydney  and  Melbourne.    Sales  totalled  about  6^,000  and  50,000  bales, 
respectively.    Compared  with  the  previous  week,  prices  were  firm  for  all 
descriptions  of  merino,  comeback,  and  crossbred  wools. 

Sales  in  Sydney  for  the  week  ending  September  30  opened  under  strong 
and  general  competition,  with  the  Continent,  Japan,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
the  chief  buyers.    Sales  in  Melbourne  followed  the  trend  evident  in  Sydney. 
Top  price  realized  for  greasy  merino  at  Sydney  during  the  week  was  86  cents 
per  pound  for  7  bales  of  AAA;  while  at  Melbourne  88  cents  per  pound  was 
obtained  for  7  bales  of  super  combings. 


Wool  Prices,  Australia:    Average  raw  wool  costs.,  clean  basis,  on 
Australian  auction  floors,  by  quality 
classification  (current  prices  with 
comparisons) 


Combing  wool a 
Good  70' s 
Average  70 1 s 
Good  6I4 '  s 
Average  6k  1  s 
Good  60 's 
Average  60'  a 
Good  58 ;s 
Average  58'  s 
Good  56' s 
Average  56' s 
Good  50  '■  s 

50'  s 


average 


Carding  Wools 
Merino 
Comeback 
Fine  Crossbred 
Medium  Crossbred 


Week  Ending 


9/15/55 

U. 

9/23/55 
S,  Dollars 

per 

9/30/55 
pound  -  - 

:  10/1/5*1 

1/  1.28 

1/ 

1.28 

1/ 

1.29 

1 
► 

:  1.61* 

1.19 

1.19 

1.20 

1.58 

1.08 

1.08 

1.09 

:  1.1*9 

1.05 

1.05 

1.05 

:  l.l»3 

.98 

.98 

.99 

:  1.39 

.93 

.95 

;  1.31 

.91 

.91 

.92 

:  1.27 

.88 

.89 

.90 

.88 

.89 

.89 

!  1.19 

.83 

.8*1 

,8i» 

.60 

.80 

.80 

:  1.01 

.78 

.78 

•  78 

.68 

.67 

.67 

:  .85 

.63 

.63  : 

.63 

•  79 

.62 

•  63 

.63 

•  77 

.62 

.62 

.62 

.76 

l/  Quotations  nominal. 
Source:    Wool  Statistical  Service  of  the  Australian  Wool  Bureau. 
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MEAT  PRODUCTION  CONTINUES 
DECLINE  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA 

The  meat  shortage  in  South  Africa  continues  to  "be  acute.    There  has 
been  little  change  in  the  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  in  the  last  few 
years.    The  increased  standard  of  living  and  the  ever-increasing  popula- 
tion, since  the  war,  have  created  a  big  deficit  in  the  supply  of  meat  and 
meat  products.    As  a  result,  sheep  raising  has  become  more  profitable  than 
cattle  raising.    Consequently,  more  mutton  and  lamb  is  coming  on  the  market. 
Fork  production  is  also  declining.    In  first  half  1955,  about  295  thousand 
head  of  hogs  W6re  slaughtered,  a  total  lower  than  in  previous  years. 


As  a  rule  South  African  farmers  do  not  market  cattle  that  are  less 
than  k  or  5  years  old.    It  does  noz  appear  likely  that  South  Africa  will 
adopt  in  the  near  future,  the  method  used  in  this  country  of  sending 
calves  to  grain-raising  areas  for  fattening. 


CATTLE  SLAUGHTER  INCREASES  AND 
HOG  SLAUGHTER  DECLINES  IN  SWEDEN 

As  a  result  of  drought  and  shortage  of  feeds  in  Sweden,  slaughter  of 
cattle  has  continued  to  increase  and  beef  production  exceeds  requirements. 
Some  of  the  surplus  beef  is  in  cold  storage  and  some  is  being  exported. 
Slaughter  of  hogs  has  been  relatively  small  over  the  last  few  years  and 
the  supply  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  current  demand. 


RECENT  INFORMATION  ON  DANISH  - 
BRITISH  BACON  AGREEMENT 

The  British  Ministry  of  Food  guarantees  the  Danish  Bacon  Sales 
Organization  a  minimum  price  of  2^0  shillings  per  cwt  ($30.00  per  100 
pounds).    This  is  about  a  one-percent  increase  over  the  previous  year's 
prices.    If  the  market  goes  above  270  shillings  per  cwt  ($3*1.70  per 
100  pounds),  the  Danes  will  receive  the  entire  amount  above  this  figure. 
When  the  price  is  between  2^4 0  shillings  and  270  shillings  the  British 
Ministry  of  Food  will  receive  the  difference.    Should  quotations  go 
below  2*40  shillings  per  cwt  the  losses  must  be  made  up  by  the  British 
Ministry  of  Food  and  Agriculture,     (A  British  centiweight  equals  112 
pounds . ) 


The  maximum  quantity  of  bacon  to  be  delivered  during  the  year  October 
1,  1955  -  October  1,  1956  is  ^3  million  pounds  as  compared  with  a  previous 
maximum  of  5^5, million  pounds. 
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JARGER  OUTTURNS  INDICATED  BY 
CURRENT  HARVESTS  IN  U.S.S.R. 

Harvest  of  email  grains  and  legumes  in  the  Soviet  Union,  except  for 
considerable  areas  in  some  of  the  eastern  regions  and  Baltic  Republics,  was 
nearly  over  October  1. 

More  than  18.5  million  acres  of  corn,  out  of  a  total  of  kk  million  acres, 
was  harvested.    Considerable  difficulty  was  reported  in  harvesting  corn,  to 
which  four  times  as  much  acreage  was  planted  this  year  as  last.    Corn  is  grown 
largely  for  silage  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Sugar  beets  were  lifted  on  nearly  1,500,000  acres- -100, 000  acres  more 
than  last  year,  or  approximately  one  third  of  the  total  sugar  beet  acreage. 
Sugar  beet  acreage  was  also  substantially  increased  this  year. 

A  serious  drought  reduced  crop  yields  drastically  in  the  eastern  regions, 
where  a  large  expansion  of  acreage  took  place--moetly  in  spring  wheat.  Weather 
conditions  were  also  unfavorable  in  some  of  the  northwestern  regions,    In  the 
fertile  southern  regions,  however,  where  there  was  serious  drought  last  year, 
good  yields  were  obtained. 


As  a  result  of  the  increased  acreages  and  yield  improvements,  larger 
outturns  of  such  important  crops  as  wheat,  oilseeds,  and  sugar  beets  is 
indicated,  despite  the  usual  large  harvesting  losses. 


FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  BEANS 

In  the  first  6  months  of  1955  the  United  Kingdom  imported  almost  a  half 
million  bags  of  white  beans  from  6  countries,  as  follows: 

1,000  bags 

Hungary   262 

Chile   87 

United  States   1*6 

Ethiopia   38 

South  Africa   21 

Canada   13 

Other    27 

Total   EsE" 

This  6-month  total  compares  with  9^0,000  bags  imported  in  all  of  195*1, 
and  mere  than  a  million  bags  in  each  of  the  3  previous  calendar  years. 

In  addition,  the  United  Kingdom  usually  imports  annually  100,000  bags  or 
mere  of  butter  beans  and  widely  varying  quantities  of  "other  sorts"  of  beans, 
including  classea  uaeti  for  livestock  feed.    Imports  classed  as  "other  -aorta" 
were  not  more  than  50,000  bags  in  each  of  the  past  2  cejaacLar  /ears. 
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Chile  apparently  has  sold  most  of  the  exportable  supply  from  the  1955 
harvest  completed  last  May.    As  of  September  stocks  still  available  for 
export  were  estimated  by  the  Chilean  trade  at  100,000  to  180,000  bags,  in- 
cluding the  following  classes: 

1,000  bags 

Arroz .  c ,   60  -  100 

Cryctales ...«••.•,.,..«••«..••.«..<..      30-  60 

Red  Kidney  10  -  20 


Total    100  -  180 


U.S.  GRASS  AND  LEGUME 
SEEDS  EXPORTS  BELOW  I95I+ 


United  States  exports  of  grass  and  legume  seeds  during  August  1955 
were  23,6  percent  less  than  in  the  comparable  month  last  year*  Increased 
shipments  of  alfalfa  and  "other"  clover  partially  offset  declines  in 
"other"  grasses  as  compared  with  August  195^.    The  smaller  total  exports 
reflects  the  improved  European  seeds  harvest  and  probably  forecasts 
smaller  exports  for  the  current  crop  year. 


UNITED  STATES: 


Exports  of  grass  and  legume  seeds,  August  1955,  "with 
comparisons 


Kind  of  seed 


August 


1955 


July  1, 
195^,  to 
August  31; 


July  1, 
1955,  to 
August  31, 

1922  


Alfalfa  : 

Alsike   : 

Other  clover  : 

Fescue.  : 

Kentucky  bluegrass: 
Orchard  grass. 

Redtop  : 

Timothy  : 

Other  grasses  : 

Total  :' 


1,000 
pounds 

199 

0 

65 
9k 
2k 

0 
0 
0 

1,253 
Las" 


1,000 

pounds 

702 
kk 

237 
13 

0 
10 
0 
0 

2kk 


Compiled  from  official  statistics  of 


the  Bureau 


1,000 
pounds 

263 
11 
10k 
170 
2k 
0 
0 
0 

,675 


of  the  Census . 


1,000 
pounds 

850 

26k 

52 
10 

15 

0 

36 

353 

USE 


U6d 
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COTTON  PRODUCTION 
REDUCED  IN  VENEZUELA 

Cotton  production  in  Venezuela  during  the  Auguat-July  1955-56  crop  year 
i3  estimated  at  approximately  9,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  as  compared 
with  1^000  "bales  in  195^-55-    This  reduction  of  about  35  percent  is  the 
result  of  a  corresponding  decrease  in  acreage,  estimated  at  25,000  in  1955-56 
as  compared  with  k0,000  in  195^-55.    The  shift  in  acreage  from  cotton  to 
other  crops  is  attributed  to  unsatisfactory  prices  for  last  year's  crop,  as 
well  as  anthracnose  disease  in  cotton  plants, 

Cotton  consumption  in  Venezuela  amounts  to  about  20,000  bales  per 
year.    Mills  are  required  to  utilize  all  locally  produced  cotton,  and  the 
small  annual  deficit  is  usually  mads  up  by  imports,  mostly  from  other  Latin 
American  countries.    The  reduced  crop  this  year  may  result  in  import  re- 
quirements of  as  much  as  10,000  bales. 


CONTINUED  IMPROVEMENT  SHOWN  IN 
CANADA'S  COTTON  CONSUMPTION 

Canada's  cotton  consumption  in  September  1955  amounted  to  approxi- 
mately 3^,3°0  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  an  increase  of  7  percent  over  the 
32.000  bales  consumed  in  August,  and  11  percent  higher  than  consumption 
of  31,000  bales  in  September  195^.    The  continued  improvement  of  recent 
months  represents  a  recovery  from  the  declines  registered  in  the  two 
previous  years. 

Canada's  cotton  imports  during  the  11  months  from  August  195^  through 
June  1955,  the  latest  month  for  which  import  data  are  available,  amounted 
to  325,000  bales  as  compared  with  256,000  bales  imported  in  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1953 -5*t .    Imports  from  the  United  States  amounted  to 
299,000  bales  or  92  percent  of  total  imports,  as  compared  with  215,000 
bales  or  Qk  percent  of  the  total  in  the  earlier  period. 


INDIA  REVISES  EXPORT 
DUTY  ON  Z0DA  COTTON 

Ths  Government  of  India  has  announced  that  effective  September  15, 
1955,  the  export  duty  on  Zoda  cotton,  yellow  pickings,  and  sweepings  would 
be  s?t  either  at  50  rupees  per  bale  of  392  pounds  net,  or  at  30  percent 
ad  valorem,  whichever  is  lower.    Previously  the  duty  was  set  at  30  percent 
ad  valorem.    The  Government  had  authorized  free  licensing  of  the  exports 
of  these  kinds  of  cotton  in  an  earlier  announcement.     (Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  September  19,  1955) .    The  export  duty  of  50  rupees  per  bale  is 
equivalent  to  approximately  2.66  U.  S.  cents  per  pound. 


October  2k ,  1955 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


U69 


TBAN3BSI FME3VTS  OF  MKICM 
COTTON  EXCEED  LAST  YEAR 


Transshipments  of  Mexican  cotton  through  United  States  ports  in 
July  1955  amounted  to  6l,000  hales  (500  pounds  gross),  more  than  twice 
the  quantity  of  26,000  hales  transshipped  in  July  195 *t ,  and  85  percent 
higher  than  transshipments  of  33,000  hales  in  June  1955.  Transshipments 
for  the  entire  year  August-July  195^ --55  were  959,000  hales  or  35  percent 
ahove  the  693,000  hales  transshipped  in  1953-5*4. 


Principal  destinations  of  the  Mexican  cotton  moving  through  United 
States  ports  during  the  year  195^-55,  with  1953-5^  figures  in  parentheses, 
were:    Japan  337,000  (328,000);  Republic  of  Germany  129,000  (67,000); 
Belgium  122,000  (8^,000);  the  United  Kingdom  121,000  (63,000);  and  the 
Netherlands  105,000  (52,000). 

Data  on  transshipments  of  Mexican  cotton  include  cotton  linters, 
waste,  and  hull  fiber,  but  do  not  include  rail  shipments  of  cotton  to 
Canada  or  direct  exports  to  foreign  countries  from  Mexican  ports. 


INDIAN  GOVERNMENT  POLICY  ON 
COTTON  EXPORT  QUOTAS  AND  TAXES 


Responding  to  a  request  from  United  States  buyers  and  users  of  Indian 
cotton  for  regularly  scheduled  notices  of  changes  in  cotton  expert  quotas 
and  taxes  on  cotton  exports,  the  Government  of  India  has  replied  that 
climatic  conditions  and  other  factors  make  it  extremely  difficult  to 
develop  the  reliable  crop  information  which  would  enable  them  to  make 
advance  announcements  of  cotton  export  policy. 


There  are  three  crop-estimate  surveys  during  the  growing  period, 
which  cover  only  portions  of  the  cotton-growing  areas,  and  the  wide 
variation  in  climatic  conditions  make  it  practically  impossible  to  obtain 
sufficiently  reliable  data  to  establish  cotton  export  quotas  on  an  advance 
basis.    The  assessment  of  export  taxes  is  influenced  by  a  wide  variety  of 
factors  associated  with  the  Government's  fiscal  policy  which  cannot  he 
anticipated  nor  predetermined  very  far  in  advance.    It  is  regretted  that 
no  way  of  providing  relief  for  the  situation  can  be  found  at  this  time. 

United  States  imports  for  consumption  of  rough  or  harsh  cotton  of 
less  than  3 A -inch  staple,  most  of  which  comes  from  India,  are  under  an 
annual  import  quota  of  70  million  pounds,  the  equivalent  of  about  1^6,000 
bales  of  500  pounds  gross  weight.    During  the  5  quota  years  beginning 
September  20,  1950,  average  annual  imports  of  this  type  of  cotton  were 
about  36,000  bales. 
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ESTIM&TjKD  1955  MILK  PRODUCTION 

Adverse  weather  conditions  in  most  of  Europe  will  bring  an  abrupt 
check  to  the  increased  production  of  milk  registered  in  the  principal 
dairy  countries  during  the  last  several  years.    Milk  production  during 
1955  in  22  countries  is  expected  to  show  a  decline  of  almost  4  "billion 
pounds  from  195k --a  drop  of  slightly  more  than  1  percent, 

FracticaiJ.y  every  country  in  Europe  reported  that  drought  condi- 
tions severely  cut  into  the  milk  production  potential.    Only  Greece  is 
expected  to  show  an  increase  at  year!s  end  over  195^'    ^n  Europe",  the 
decline  in  output  will  be  felt  least  severely  in  Austria..  Norway,  and 
France,  where  production  will  probably  be  only  slightly  under  last 
year's  output. 

Long  and  protracted  dry  spells  since  last  November  have  seriously 
cut  Cuba's  milk  production.    In  Argentina,  the  recent  winter  season 
has  contributed  to  declining  cutput. 

The  most  significant  increase  reported  is  by  Australia,  where  pro- 
duction during  1955  is  5  percent  above  the  previous  year.  Other 
increases  will  be  registered  by  New  Zealand  and  Mexico,  where  produc- 
tion is  up  approximately  2  percent,  and  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
both  of  which  will  show  slight  gains  during  1955.  (See  table,  opposite 
page , ) 


EXPIRATION  OF  CONTRACTS  BRINGS 

FREE  TRADE  IN  DAIRY  PRODUCTS  IN  U,K» 

On  the  week-end  of  October  1  the  last  of  the  bulk  dairy  products 
contracts  negotiated  by  the  United  Kingdom  government  came  to  an  end 
when  the  contract  with  Denmark  expired,    The  contract  with  Australia 
expired  earlier  in  the  year  and  last  year  the  U.K. /New  Zealand  con- 
tract was  abrogated  by  mutual  consent.    With  expiration  of  the  Danish 
contract,  dairy  products  --  primarily  butter  --  are  now  in  cpenmarket 
competition,  although  the  Ministry  of  Food  is  still  liquidating  its 
stocks . 

Before  expiration  of  the  Danish  agreement  there  was  a  rumor  in 
trade  circles  that  Danish  butter  would  be  sold  on  the  open  market 
at  the  h2 -cent -per -pound  price  paid  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  under 
the  contract,  despite  the  fact  that  the  Ministry  was  selling  the 
butter  to  wholesalers  at  approximately  51  cents  a  pound  without  any 
consumer  resistance.    The  apparent  willingness  of  the  Danes  to  sell 
their  butter  at  the  low  price  caused  some  excitement  in  the  trade, 
particularly  since,  with  the  contract  expiration,  Denmark  is  no  longer 
obligated  to  market  75  percent  of  its  exportable  butter  supplies  to 
the  United  Kingdom,    After  a  check  on  the  market,  however,  the  Danish 
Agricultural  Producers1  Information  Service  stated  that  prices  would 
start  somewhere  near  the  51-cent-per-pound  figure.    A  spokesman  for 
the  Federation  of  Danish  Dairy  Associations  later  said  that  supply  and 
demand  would  determine  the  state  of  the  market.    (Cont'd.,  p.  U72.) 
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MILE:    Estimate  of  1955  Production  1/ 


471 


Countries 


Average 
193^-36 


Canada  ,  • 

Mexico, ,..,,.,.«,,,,,.. 

United  States,  , , . 

Cuba,  , , , .  . 

Austria ■ «.«.»>,.,»* , , , • 

Belgium, , .  , ,  , , . . ! 

Denmark, .».«.,♦.,,,,,,! 

Finland.  ! 

France .....a..,.,,,,,,! 
Germany,  Republic  of.,! 

Greece  

Ireland, 

Italy  11/,,  

Luxembourg  

Netherlands ............ 

Norway,  ,,,.«...,,» 

Sweden, , , , ;  , ,  « 

Switzerland. ..»,.,,.,.. 

United  Kingdom  , . .  4  • 

Argentina  14/ ,.,,,,„,, . 
Australia  W,  ...,.,«,. 
New  Zealand  7/. ...... ,  j 


Million 
Pounds 

3/  15,284 
V  3,000 
104,930 
3/  1,010 
5/  5,602 
6,790 
6/7/  11,684 
5,537 
33,000 
7/8/  33,069 
o/~*  251 
5,090 
12/  13,750 
313 
11,180 
6/7/  2,95^ 
§/7/  10,238 
5,680 
18,424 
12/  6,826 
57  11,780 
10,176 


Average 
1946-50 


Million 
Pounds 

16,844 
3,086 

117,297 
1 ,  lid2 
3,726 
6,219 

10 j 181 
4,149 

27,256 

9/  22-1.,  993 
10/  269 
~~  4,800 
13/  16,746 
9/  3^6 

10,109 
3,116 

10,245 

fc»951 

20,39^ 
9/  7,762 
12,206 

9,^873 


1953 


Million 
Pounds 


16,  449 
3,314- 
121,449 
1,376 

5,3^- 

7,336 
11,856 

6,263 
38, 590 
36,352 
416 

5,320 
18,001 
337 
12,837 

3,5^ 
10,097 

5,937 
23,752 
li,.8o4 

12,195 
11,740 


Annual 


1954 


Million 
Pounds 

16,884 
3,382 
123,702 
1,600 
5,401 
8,054 
11,898 

6,495 
41,660 

37,597 
587 
5,408 

18,523 
401 

12,967 
3,^53 
10,252 

6,157 
24,195 
11,236 
13,184 
10,993 


1955  2/ 


Million 
Pounds 

16,950 
3,950 
124,000 
1,300 
5,400 
7,300 
11,400 
6,300 
41,500 
36,850 
600 
4,500 
13,150 
390 
12,710 
3,^50 
9,760 
6,100 
23,700 
10,800 
13,850 
11,200 


1/  Cows'  milk.    2/  Preliminary.    3/  Average  1935-39.    4/  For  1940.     5/  For 
1934.    6/  Average  1933-37.    7/  Years  ending  June  30.    8/  Average  1935-38, 
9/  Average  1948-50 .    10/  Average  1947-50,    11/  Includes  cow,  sheep,  and  goat 
12/  For  1938.  13/  For  1950.    14/  Excludes  milk  fed  to  calves. 


milk , 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  from  official  statistics, 
reports  of  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  U.  S.  representatives  abroad,  and 
other  information. 


CURRENT  DAIRY  SITUATION  IN  NEW  ZEALAND 

The  New  Zealand  dairy  season  (July-June)  was  off  to  a  bad  start,  due 
largely  to  cold,  xret  weather  in  the  principal  producing  areas.  Butterfat 
production  in  the  first  two  months  of  the  new  season  was  down  2.6  percent 
compared  with  last  year.    However,  with  the  return  of  warm  weather  in 
September,  conditions  improved,  partioiilarly  in  the  important  North  Island 
districts,  and  dairy  production  showed  a  gain.    Pastures  generally  are  good, 
although  as  yet  there  is  no  surplus  of  feed. 
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EXPIRATION  OF  CQNIPACTS  (Cont'd,  from  pa  1*70)* 

Retail  butter  prices  were  forecast  by  "The  Grocer ;, a  London  Trade 
magazine,  as  being  the  same  after  the  expiration  of  the  Danish  agreement 
as  during  the  last  weeks  of  the  contract, 

Just  previous  to  expiration  of  the  Danish  contract  the  United 
Kingdom  received  the  first-  free  shipment  of  Australian  butter  in  16 
years  when  the  Otranto  off-loaded  112,000  pounds  in  56«potin&  boxes.  An 
additional  la9  million  pounds  was  enioute  at  time  of  unloading*  The 
saa.e  of  the  Australian  butter  on  the  open  market  will  probably  follow 
the  procedure  used  by  the  New  Zealand  Dairy  Commission^  which  appointed 
agents  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  supplies  at  the  best  market  price. 


iM.  m  ?m  «j  m  m  »* 


URUGUAY  APPROVES  SEGKEE  GOVERNING 
COMMERCIALIZATION  OF  LINSEED  OIL,  CAKE,  AND  MEAL 

The  Uruguayan  government  has  approved  a  decree  declaring  the  free 
commercialization  of  linseed  o±l$  meal,  cakes  and  expellers  and  setting 
new  exchange  rates  for  such  transactions »    A  free  translation  of  the 
decree  follows  Xf  \ 

"Article  1  -  The  commercialization  of  linseed  oil,  meal,  cake  and 

expellers  is  hereby  declared  free* 
"Article  2  -  The  exportation  of  flaxseed  is  prohibited. 
"Article  3  -  The  exchange  rate  for  the  export  of  linseed  cake,  meal 

and  expellers  is  fixed  at  1,78  pesos  to  the  dollar , 

(a)  The  rate  for  linseed  oil  produced  with  seed  from  the  195^-55 
crop  and  exported  or  stored  in  custom  depots  (depositos  fis- 
cales  aduaneros)  up  to  September  30,  1955;  will  bes  27  per- 
cent at  1,5190  pesos  per  dollar  and  73  percent  at  2«35  pesos 
per  dollar  or  its  equivalent  in  other  currencies,  The  ship- 
ments made  under  temporary  authorization  and  exchange  subject 
to  reliquidaticn  shall  be  governed  by  this  (a)  clause, 

(b)  The  linseed  oil  net  covered  by  clause  (a)  2j    shall  be  exported 
at  a  rate  made  up  of  $k  percent  at  1*5190  pesos  per  dollar  and 
h6  percent  at  2.35  pesos  the  dollar  or  its  equivalent  in  other 
currencies s 

"Article  k  -  The  regulations  contained  in  the  above  articles  shall 
be  in  force  until  December  31  of  the  current  year. 

"Article  5  -  The  exchange  rates  for  the  commercialization  of  flaxseed 
of  the  next  crop  shall' be  fixed  before  October  30,  1955* 

"Article  6  -  Let  it  be  communicated,  published,  etc," 

This  appears  to       a  move  by  the  government  to  facilitate  the  exporta- 
tion of  their  remaining  stocks  of  linseed  oil, 


1/  Decree  published  in  Diario  Oficial  No.  1^635,  Volume  201,  October  3, 

1955,  page  20  A.  :   J  ' 

2/  Being  that  exported  after  the  September  30  date  set  forth  in  clause  (a) . 
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ITALY  ANNOUNCES  AUCTION  OF 
GOVERNMENT-OWNED  VEGETABLE  OIL 

The  Italian  Government  was  to  have  held  an  auction  of  Government -owned 
stocks  of  vegetable  oil  on  October  8,  according  to  an  announcement  in  the 
Rome  financial  daily ^  II  Globe,  of  October  5,  1955. 

The  High  Commissioner  for  Food  was  to  have  placed  at' auction  80,250 
quintals  (Q,Qk6  short  tons)  of  semi-refined  vegetable  oil,  of  which  50,250 
quintals  (5; 5^0  tons)  was  soybean  oil  and  3.0,000  quintals  (1,100  tons) 
peanut  oil. 

The  auction  was  to  be  public,  and  a  minimum  price  of  3^0  lire  per 
kilogram  (2^,7  cents  per  pound)  for  soybean  oil  and  355  lire  (25,8  cents) 
for  peanut  oil,  at  point  of  storage,  was  to  prevail. 

This  auction  was  expected  to  reduce  government  holdings  of  approximately 
37*000  metric  tons  (^1,000  short  tons)  of  unrefined  and  semi-refined  vege- 
table oils.    The  last  of  the  Government's  holdings  of  refined  vegetable  oils 
was  sold  at  auction  September  15, 

PHILIPPINE  COPRA  EXPORTS 
AT  NEW  HIGH  FOR  YEAR 

Philippine  exports  of  copra  in  September  increased  only  k  percent  from 
the  preceding  month,  but  coconut  oil  shipments  nearly  doubled  the  August 
tonnage.    Copra  exports,  totaling  78,653  long  tons,  were  6  percent  above 
the  September  195^  tonnage.    Cumulative  shipments  during  January-September 
amounted  to  567,615  tons  or  3  percent  more  than  the  551,859  tons  exported 
in  the  comparable  period  of  195*+ . 

The  country  distribution  was  as  follows:    United  States— 23,^09 
(Pacific-19,338,  Atlantic -2, 071,  and  Gulf -2, 000 ):  Canada—500;  Japan— 
3,921;  Belgium— 1,500 j  Denmark— 1,250;  Germany— 4,000;  Italy— 2,500;  the 
Netherlands— 19,300;  Sweden— 2,000;  Europe  unspecified— 12,000;  Israel— 
1,200;  Lebanon— 700;  Colombia— 2,273;  Venezuela— 1,000  and  South  America 
unspecified— 3,100  tons, 

September  exports  of  coconut  oil  amounted  to  8,9^9  tons  compared 
with  k,5k0  tons' in  August,    The  January-September  aggregate  was  53*072 
tons  against  ^7,76^  tons  in  195^.    Shipments  were  as  follows;  United 
States— 7,65^  tons  (Atlantic -7, 315*  Gulf-339);  united  Kingdom— ^25;  Ger- 
many— U58;  and  the  Netherlands— *H2  tons, 

On  a  copra  equivalent  basis,  Philippine  exports  of  copra  and  coconut 
oil  January  through  September  of  this  year  totaled  651,856  tons  or  k  per- 
cent more  than  the  627,675  tons  exported  in  the  same  month  of  195^. 

The  copra  export  price  as  of  mid-October  was  $152.50  per  short  ton, 
c.i.f.  Pacific.    Local  buying  prices  ranged  from  24,50  to  26,50  pesos  per 
100  kilos  ($12^ >7  to  $13^^63  per  long  ton)  resecada,  Manila  and  producing 
areas , 
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INDIA  RELEASES  FIRST  ESTIMATES 
FOR  PEANUT,  SESAME  ACREAGES 

India's  first  official  estimates  of  area  planted  to  peanuts  and  sesame 
seed  for  1955-56  crops  are  slightly  smaller  than  comparable  estimates  of 
the  195^-55  crops.    The  peanut  estimate-,  which  covers  plantings  generally 
to  the  end  of  July,  is  placed  at  7,625  ,,000  acres  against  7,911.000  acres 
estimated  to  have  been  planted  in  the  comparable  period  of  195^ »  Past 
experience  shows  that  the  area  at  the  first  estimate  stage  forms  roughly 
60  percent  of  the  total  area  of  the  crop  finally  reported.    The  final 
estimate  of  the  195^-55  area  was  12,6^7,000  acres • 

The  decrease  in  peanut  acreage  during  the  current  jrear  has  occurred 
largely  in  Saurashtra  due  to  inadequate  rainfall  during  the  early  part  of 
the  monsoon 0    Small  decreases  also  have  been  reported  by  Madhya  Bharat, 
Bombay,  and  Rajasthan8    This  decline,  however,  has  been  off set' to  a  large 
extent  by  the  increases  registered  in  Hyderabad,  Uttar  Pradesh,  and  Pub jab, 
due  mostly  to  favorable  weather  at  planting  time. 

The  first  estimate  of  sesame  planting,  which  also  covers  the  period 
to  the  end  of  July  and  represents  roughly  55  percent  of  the  total  plantings, 
is  3,588,000  acres.    The  comparable  estimate' of  the  195^-55  crop  was 
3,714,000  acres  and  the  final  estimate  was  6,^60,000  acres.  Incessant 
rains  in  Hyderabad  and  inadequate  rain  as  well' as  generally  unfavorable 
weather  at  planting  time  in  Saurashtra,  Bombay,  and  Rajasthan  were  responsi- 
ble for  the  decline  in  this  year's  plantings,    This  decline  has  been  offset 
somewhat,  however,  by  increases  in  plantings  in  Vindhya  Pradesh,  Madhya 
Pradesh,  and  Madhya  Bharat. 


SIERRA  LEONE1 S  195^  PALM  KERNEL 
SALES  APPROACH  1953  VOLUME 


Sierra  Leone  commercial  supplies  of  vegetable  oil  and  oilseeds  in 
195^  did  not  change  substantially  from  1953,    Sales  of  the  Sierra  Leone 
Produce  Marketing  Board  for  the  two  years  were  as  follows* 


Item 


1953 


195^ 


Long  tons 


Palm  kernels 
Palm  Oil 

Peanuts  (shelled) 
Sesame 


69,5^5 

363 
2,687 
635 


68,075 
881 
l,lkl 
198 


Sierra  Lecne  is  one  of  the  world's  major 


sources  of  palm  kernels. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Exports  and  imports  of  egg  and  poultry  products 

July  19 5 k  and  1955 


195^ 


1955 


195^ 


1955 


--Quantity— 
(1,000) 


Exports: 

Eggs  and  egg  products 

Shell  eggs,  doz, . .  

Egg  solids,  lbs****  

Eggs,  frozen  or  otherwise 

preserved,  lbs  

Poultry  and  game,  chilled 
or  frozen ................ 

Chickens,  capons,  lbs,  , 

Other  poultry  and  game,  lbs. 
Chicken,  canned,  lbs. 
Poultry,  live  (excluding  baby 

chicks ) ,  lbs . 
Baby  chicks  , , , , 


Imports; 
Eggs  and  egg  products 

Shell  eggs,  doz..,,,,,,,, 

Egg  products,  egg  solids, 
or  eggs,  frozen,  lbs,,. 
Poultry  and  game  (excluding 

live ) ,  lbs  , .  o , , , , 

Poultry,  live  (excluding 

baby  chicks ) ,  lbs 
Baby  chicks  


• -Value - - 
($1,000) 


637 

21 

I  k^lk 
!  5^ 

:  1*673 
:  21 

:  1.729 
\  Gk 

8 

5 

:  36 

:  k 

20 

55^ 
U68 

^38 

!  9^1 

:  616 
;  385 

\  2\k 
I  198 
!  163 

!  359 
5  298 

:  136 

181 
871 

!    213  « 

:    1,186  « 

1  57 
13k 

!  63 
196 

> 

125  ! 

202  : 

i 

65  1 

! 

93 

5  : 

25  ! 

k  \ 

29 

7  : 

55  j 

22  ! 

155 

16  s 
2  ' 

69  ! 

0  • 

5  5 

y  : 

2k 
0 

1/  Less  than  $500 


GOLD  COAST  LIBERALIZES  IMPORTS 

The  Controller  of  Imports  for  the  Gold  Coast  Government  recently 
announced  that  consideration  would  be  given  to  issue  of  import  licenses 
to  established  businessmen  to  import  from  the  United  States  and  Canada 
limited  quantities  of  pickled  and  salted  meats,  including  smoked  and 
dried  but  not  canned;  canned  meat  and  meat  preparations,  including  sau- 
sages; and  canned  and  salted  fish.    At  the  same  time  it  was  announced 
that  applications  for  the  licenses  must  be  submitted  on  or  before  Sept- 
ember 30,  1955,  to  the  Controller  of  Imports  in  Accra. 
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PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Issued  recently  and  available  free  upon  request  from 
the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C. 

Ccff ee  in  the  Dominican  Republic ■    Foreign  Ag,  Circ.  FCOF-12-55 
Foreign  Agriculture.  October 

Summary  of  the  1955  U.S.  Citrus  Exports  to  Europe.    Foreign  Ag.  Circ.  FCF-^-55 


